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DfE: 4061
THE GOVERNING BODY OF SPEN VALLEY SPORTS COLLEGE

Minutes of the meeting of the Governing Body held at 7.00 pm at the School on Thursday, 
7 July 2011.

PRESENT
Mr S Kelly (Chair), Mrs G Reed, Mrs C Allen, Mrs S Bullers,  Mr T Eastaugh, Mrs M Hall, 
Mrs A Miller, Mr D N Pinder, Mr S Pollard, Dr P Richards,  Ms G Wilson, Mr C J Woollier.
In Attendance

Mr M A Johnson (Minute Clerk)
Mrs K Brennan (Deputy Head Teacher)

Mrs D McConnell (Deputy Head Teacher)

Mr C Naylor (College Manager)

Mrs Reed opened the meeting as Vice-Chair of the Governing Body, in the absence of the Chair.

1654. 
CONFIRMATION OF THE POSITION OF CHAIRMAN
Governors noted Mr Kelly’s re-appointment to the Governing Body with effect from 20 June 2011.
RESOLVED:
That Mr Simon Kelly be reconfirmed as Chair of Governors.
1655.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE, CONSENT AND DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
Apologies for absence were received from Mrs D M Batty, Mr D G Cross, 
Mr C Denham, Mr G R Ward and Mr A Williamson, all with consent.

There were no declarations of interest.
1656.
NOTIFICATION OF ITEMS TO BE BROUGHT UP UNDER ANY OTHER BUSINESS
No items were identified at this point in the meeting.

1657.  REPRESENTATION
The following matters of representation were noted:

End of Term of Office
Name  



Category


With Effect From
Mrs D Batty



LA



18. 7. 11 
Appointment

Name




Category


With Effect From
Mr S Kelly



Community


21. 6. 11
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Resignation
Name




Category


With Effect From 
Mrs G Reed



Parent



21. 7. 11

Governors placed on record their appreciation to Mrs Batty and Mrs Reed for their sterling work and contribution to the school and Governing Body.

1658.  MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 29 MARCH 2011
RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the meeting held on 29 March 2011 be approved and signed by the Chair as a correct record.

At this point, Mr Kelly joined the meeting and took the Chair.
1659. 
MATTERS ARISING
(a)
Partnership Work (Minute 1644 (a) refers)

The Head Teacher explained the reason for the delay in the consultation, which would now proceed between 12 September and 10 October 2011. The school’s consultation event would take place on 19 September 2011.  Feedback on the consultation would take place at the school on 19 October 2011 at 6.30pm, to which all governing bodies were invited. There would subsequently be a joint governing body meeting to formalise a decision on a Trust.

(b)
Changes to the Timing of the School Day (Minute 1647 refers)


Mr Eastaugh reported on the outcome of the trial of the lunchtime arrangements. This 
went really well and it was now realised that lunch could now be provided over two sittings instead of three, with the advantage of the least impact on afternoon learning, and without the need for a split lesson. The new arrangements would be introduced in September.

(c)
Building Work (Minute 1650 refers)


Mr Naylor reported that the roofing works would now be delayed until summer 2012. The works to be undertaken this summer would involve panel and window replacement and upgrade of the fire alarm/burglar alarm. Contractors would be on-site seven days a week with security in place all night to ensure full 24-hour cover.
1660. 
HEAD TEACHER’S REPORT AND GOVERNORS’ QUESTIONS
The Head Teacher submitted his report. The following matters were highlighted:

(a)
Pastoral Care


Mr Eastaugh updated the information in his report, indicating there would now be only one child subject to a child protection plan. In September there would now be 10 looked after children, three of whom would be statemented. Discussions would take place with the Local Authority to ensure appropriate training was put in place for staff, and the school would receive some funding support. In response to a Governor enquiry, Mrs McConnell explained the impact on overall teaching and time available to be spent with all pupils.
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Governors were pleased to note a reduction in absenteeism and in the number of excluded 
pupils.

(b)
Work Placements


The Head Teacher reported that the Careers Advice Service had cut work placements from its provision in light of the current financial situation, leaving schools with the option of 
buying in to this service. It was agreed that a report be submitted to the Curriculum Committee in September on the value of placements undertaken and on the cost of continuing these, and that any contacts that Governors could make in the meantime to help, e.g. Chamber of Commerce, be utilised accordingly. 
(c)
Printing of Agenda Papers, Minutes, etc

A discussion took place on the current policy of Governors’ printing their own papers and accompanying documents sent from School.  It was agreed that, for the foreseeable future, the relevant documents would be printed by, and sent out from, the school.
RESOLVED:
(i) 
That the Head Teacher be thanked for his report.



(ii) 
That governors discuss the School Development Plan at their next meeting (AGM).

1661. 
APPROVAL OF THE BUDGET
The budget for 2011/12, as considered by the Finance and Resources Committee on 16 
June 2011, was circulated.
RESOLVED:
That the Budget be approved.
1662.  REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES
(a)
Finance and Resources Committee: 12 May 2011 and 16 June 2011

The minutes of the meetings of the Finance and Resources Committee held on the above dates were submitted. 

RESOLVED:
That the minutes be received.

(b)
Staffing Committee: 14 April 2011 and 26 May 2011

The minutes of the meetings of the Staffing Committee held on the above dates were submitted.

The Head Teacher reported on appointments made since these meetings, namely Ely Deevers, Teacher of Drama during maternity cover; Jenny Palmer, Food and Science; and Nicola Siddall, Science and ICT. He also reported that funding had been secured for a School Games Organiser, and an advert was to be placed shortly.

RESOLVED:
That the minutes be received.
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(c)
Curriculum Committee: 5 May 2011 and 9 June 2011

The minutes of the meetings of the Curriculum Committee held on the above dates were submitted

RESOLVED:
That the minutes be received.

1663.
GOVERNOR TRAINING AND GOVERNOR VISITS
Governors noted that Mr Williamson had attended an English lesson, which he had found to be very useful.
1664.
EDUCATIONAL VISITS
Mr Naylor reported that, in light of the financial situation, there was a possibility that educational visits would be curtailed by the Local Authority. The Head Teacher reported that 
the school was seeking to maintain a focus, and an increase where possible, on curriculum based visits e.g. theatre, environment, as these contributed to the enhancement of learning for pupils.
1665.
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Luddite Uprising
Mr Pinder reported on his attendance at an event hosted by Huddersfield University and attended by Council representatives in relation to the Luddite uprising, of which next year was its 200th anniversary. There was the possibility that a schools’ pack might be produced.  It was noted that studies on the Luddites were already included in the history curriculum but that the school would welcome any further information on this topic if this emerged.
1666.
DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS AND POSSIBLE AGENDA ITEMS
RESOLVED:
That the next meeting of the Governing Body be held at 7.00 pm at the School on Tuesday, 11 October 2011.

1667.
AGENDA, MINUTES AND RELATED PAPERS – COLLEGE COPY
RESOLVED:
That no part of these minutes, agenda or related papers be excluded from the copy to be made available at the college.



