Appendix 1


Numeracy Policy

Rational
We want all students at Spen Valley Sports College to develop into confident and competent mathematical thinkers and to be able to use maths in real life situations.  .

We believe:
· The development of numeracy skills is a basic entitlement for all students.

· Numeracy involves the application of knowledge, skills and understanding essential for personal and social development, in this way the school supports the life long learning of its students.

· Competency in numeracy is important and essential for successes in other areas of study.

· Numeracy should be promoted throughout all areas of the curriculum in a consistent and effective manner.

Purpose
· To raise the standards of numeracy by supporting students through common understanding and expectation,

· To support and encourage students in the use of mathematics and develop confidence in the use of number.

· To enable students to apply their mathematical knowledge and skills to other areas of the curriculum.

· To encourage students to become problem solvers.

· To develop the skills, knowledge and understanding needed in daily life.

· To raise the profile of mathematics taught in other curriculum areas.

· To encourage staff to adopt strategies which will enable students to apply and develop numeracy skills in their curriculum areas.

· To familiarise all staff with numeracy strategies used to enhance students’ skills.

Guidelines:
Students should:
· Make correct use of mathematical vocabulary when providing oral and written answers or asking questions.

· Present ideas and information they have collected in charts and graphs.

· Interpret, describe and explain their work.

· Present their work logically taking into account appropriateness, scale and the importance of demonstrating a clear understanding.

Functional Skills:

Extract and use information from lists, tables, simple charts and graphs, and make comparisons of this information.

Check accuracy of calculations and results.

Use appropriate checking procedures at each stage.

Use and interpret statistical measures, tables and diagrams, for discrete and continuous data, using ICT where appropriate.

Teachers of all subjects should:
· Use and explain mathematical vocabulary whenever it will enhance students’ knowledge, skills and understanding.

· Encourage the use of mental calculations and estimation when appropriate.

· Use and explain appropriate calculations and data whenever it will enhance students’ knowledge and understanding of a topic.

· Demonstrate how to measure accurately.

· Choose and use appropriate units of measurement.

· Demonstrate how to select a type of graph appropriate to the data provided.

· Correctly label a graph or chart.

· Explain the steps in solving a problem.

Conclusion

At Spen Valley Sports College all students should reach their potential as mathematicians.  In order to achieve this we must equip students with strategies to enable them to apply mathematics to real and unfamiliar situations within and beyond the classroom  

