Extended Learning Tasks Policy

Rationale

Independent study is an essential and integral part of the learning process both inside and outside of the classroom. It is the responsibility of all staff to ensure independent study is used to improve the quality of students’ learning. Independent study is most effective when members of staff are consistent in their approach, parents are supportive of the school’s practice and students are recognised for their effort.

Extended Learning Tasks (ELTs) have been introduced to replace traditional style homework. Their aim is to enhance student learning in a number of ways; by improving subject knowledge, developing personal, learning and thinking skills, and equipping them with the transferable skills essential for the 21st Century. 
Objectives

· To consolidate, support or extend learning in the classroom.

· To allow greater flexibility so students can complete work at times to suit them.

· To assist teachers in assessing students’ strengths, weaknesses and learning needs.

· To encourage students to develop a greater sense of responsibility and independence in their learning.

· To help improve life skills including time management, research, presentation and use of ICT.

· To promote dialogue between individual students, parents and teachers.

· To celebrate the successes and endeavours of the students.

· To connect the personal, learning and thinking skills element of the new national curriculum to independent study.

Expectations

· ELTs will be published in advance for each term on the school website so that students, parents and teachers clearly understand the tasks and the deadlines.

· All departments will set tasks and support students in meeting the deadlines.

· Tasks will be accessible to all students. In some cases this will require the tasks being differentiated.

· Staff will model good practice and show students what is expected of them.
· Tasks will be distributed evenly throughout the year.

· Tasks and deadlines will be published in student planners. 

· Tasks will be varied to ensure all preferred learning styles are catered for.

· Tasks will be assessed by the subject teacher, using the assessment criteria set out by the department. They will be returned to students within two weeks. 
· Assessment criteria may change from task to task but will be clearly indicated on the task sheet and school web site.
· ELTs will be reported on as part of Progress Reports.  
Parents will be encouraged to support and take an interest in their child’s ELTs and to help them with their completion.  They can do this by giving students ideas, encouraging them to be creative and helping them to show what they are capable of.  Parents will receive information with regard to contacting the school to discuss the successful completion of the ELTs.
Homework at Key Stage 4 may still be set in a traditional way to support the needs of the students in their courses.  Where appropriate, subjects may also set extended learning tasks.

Incentives

· Students who achieve = or + for their ELTs will be given a win-draw slip. 
· Students who achieve + will also receive a postcard home.
· Students will receive house points for their ELTs based upon the grades they are given on their reports. These will be worth 10 for + and 5 for =.
· Every department will nominate a top student after each ELT.  The top student will be rewarded in the termly Praise Assemblies and their name placed on the school notice board which is on the school web site.  
· The top students will also be entered into a prize draw at the end of the year.  One student from each year group will be drawn out to win a more substantial prize.
· At the end of the year, the ELT Co-ordinator will award a prize for ELTs based on consistent effort across subjects throughout the year.  This will be awarded at the Annual Presentation Evening.
Sanctions

· It is an expectation that all students complete ELTs at least in line with their ability and hand them in on time.   If they fail to do so, the subject teacher will send a letter home and set a one hour detention. Pastoral Managers will support teachers with this process.
· Subject Leaders will monitor the completion of ELTs via grades on assessment reports (analysing specific groups of students e.g. teaching groups, SEN, EMA, gender). This analysis will form part of the SAR and also be included in the proforma for progress meetings.  Where issues are identified, they will meet with Achievement Co-ordinators to discuss improvement strategies.
· Achievement Co-ordinators will monitor the completion of ELTs and where necessary, students will be invited to attend study support sessions to enable them to complete tasks within school.  Pastoral Managers will encourage students’ attendance at the study support sessions.
Extra Curricular Activities
Many subjects run clubs, teams, productions and other activities as part of the students extended learning programme in their subjects.

Involvement in these clubs and activities is, in some subjects, a key part of the student’s course and an essential part of their learning experience.  Registers of attendance must be kept and communicated with the school office on a weekly basis so that house points are awarded (one point awarded for every session attended).  Where student’s performance/commitment are above what would normally be expected then further house points may also be awarded.
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